Whalesong by unknown
W halesong___  
Volume 18, Issue 10 University of Alaska Southeast, Juneau Campus March 14, 1997
To build a
b o a t
Page 4
F a c e s  in  
t h e  n e w s .. .
P a g e  3
M ovie remews
with Chris &
R y a n . . .
P a g e  6
Meal plan prices 
may decrease
Proposal offers
more "flexibility and choice"
By Wayne Saucier 
Whalesong Reporter
M eal p lan  co sts  fo r s tu - d en ts  in  th e  re s id e n c e  hall m ay be lower next se- 
mester, according to a  proposal for- 
m u la te d  by  S tu d e n t A c tiv itie s  
and Housing Director Tish Griffin. The 
proposal will be review ed by Director 
o f  Student Services Bruce Gifford and 
Chancellor M arshall Lind sometime 
this w eek .
Under the new proposal, the meal 
plan will cost $1,190 per semester, 
down from  S 1,248 this semester, and 
will be based on a  debit card system 
that will allow students to pay for ex-
actly w hat they eat. All UAS students 
will be  able to purchase a  debit card, 
and purchases over $100 will be sub- 
sidized by  a  5 percent increase in  
value. Therefore, an $1,190 meal plan 
purchase will be worth $ 1,249.50.
“I  think it gives students so m uch 
m ore flexibility and choice,” said Grif- 
fin o f  the proposal. “I diink the satis- 
faction o f  the students w ill be  in- 
creased.”
Director Gifford plans to review the 
proposal w ith Budget/Fund Account- 
ing M anager Rick Bundy, to see if  the 
plan is economically feasible with the 
S 1 ,190 fig u re  G riffin  p ro p o sed .
continued on page 3
S tude n t  policies 
being rewritten
Board o f R egents' ta sk force 
exam ines UA  r e g u la t io n s
By Wayne Saucier 
Whalesong reporter
Po lic ies  and  regu la tions  gov- ern ing  all studen t/un iversity  in te ra c tio n s  a re  c u rre n tly  
b e ing  rew ritten  by  a  task  fo rce  ap- 
po in ted  by the U A  Board o f  Regents.
Topics that will be covered by the 
task force include student grievances, 
student rights and responsibilities, stu- 
dent employment, academic appeals, 
health services, sexual harassment, and 
others. A  total o f  44 topics will be ad- 
dressed by  the committee.
“ [T h e  p o lic ie s ]  w ill be  ou r
roadmap in how w e’re supposed to act 
in regard to students, and how they’re 
supposed to act in regard to us,” said 
U A S D irector o f  Student Services 
Bruce Gifford, one o f  the team m em - 
bers. Other team  members include 
Carla Kilts, Dean o f  Student Services 
a t UAF, L inda Beig Smith, acting Vice 
Chancellor for Student Services at 
UAA, M ark Neumayr, Associate Gen- 
eral Counsel, and Nanne Myers, As- 
sistant Vice President for Academic 
Affairs.
The group was tasked with rewrit- 
continued on page 2
Mourant arcades: entertainment or annoyance?
Student Government-installed video games prompt complaints
By Paul Converse 
Whalesong Reporter
On an average w eekday af- te rn o o n  a t  U A S , the M ourant Student Lounge is 
a scene o f  bodies in repose: sleepers 
sp raw led  haphazard ly  across the 
couches, readers curled into comfort- 
able chairs, day-dreamers gazing out 
the p icture-w indow s w hich fram e 
A uke  L a k e  and the  su rround ing  
mountainscape. Recently, though, the 
room has been pervaded by discordant 
noises: grunts and thumps, concussive 
explosions, the roar o f  a capacity
crowd. Alone in the comer two video 
arcade games, recently added to the 
room  at the request o f  student govern- 
m en t, c y c le  th ro u g h  th e ir  no isy  
soundtracks, 24 hours-a-day.
“W hat a  disruptive contrast,” said 
U A S student David Newm an, who 
had com e to the room in search o f  a 
resting spot. “I was looking forward 
to the  peaceful atm osphere o f  the 
room , but now  it’s loud and annoy- 
ing.” G laring at the video games 
N ew m an stated, “It has its place, but 
this is not it.”
The U A S Student G overnm ent 
sees the situation differently. “We 
would like more games in there, actu- 
ally,” said Shawn Paul, student body 
president He explained that the room  
was originally intended to be a televi- 
sion lounge and game room. The video 
games were supposed to be in place 
before the semester began, but did not 
arrive until mid-February (a television 
is also in the room, but was broken for 
m ost o f  this semester).
Student Government installed the 
games in the hope that they will earn
money. “W e’re trying to find other 
ways to raise money [instead o f  rais- 
ing student fees],” Shawn Paul said. 
Student Government has an agree- 
m ent with Hurricane Vending which 
calls for up to six video games to be 
installed; in return for providing space 
for Hurricane’s games, Student Gov- 
ernment will receive a percentage o f  
the profits.
Students wandering down to the 
room  earlier this sem ester found a  
place that was comfortable and quiet, 
where they could study, sleep, look at
the scenery and relax in peace. M ary 
Hagen, a  UAS student who was study- 
ing on one o f  the couches when inter- 
viewed, said that she comes to the 
room “for all kinds o f  different rea- 
sons.” The view o f  Auke Lake and the 
comfortable couches produce an at- 
mosphere that is “meditative and soft,” 
she said.
Tish Griffin, director o f  Student Ac- 
tivities, admits that the activities room 
“got established as a  quiet area by the 
users” early in the semester. She re- 
continued on page 2
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ferred to this slow beginning as “an unfortunate start,” and said 
that the room was not intended to be used for sleeping or study- 
ing. “They can do that at the Egan Library,” Griffin said.
When the games were finally installed, the room lost its peaceful 
quietness. The games produce noise continuously—whether any- 
one is playing them or not— and it wasn’t long before the 
Whalesong began receiving complaints. Shawn Paul, however, 
believes that the majority of students don’t have a problem with 
the games. Student Government, he said, has only received one 
written complaint
When the three students using the room on a recent afternoon 
were interviewed, however, all of them said they were bothered 
by the games. Laura Apelt described the games as “annoying and 
distracting,” David Newman found them to be “loud and anti- 
educational” and Mary Hagen said that her first reaction was 
“They need to get the games out of here. They don’t match the 
environment here,” she added. “I don’t think we need them on 
campus.”
Shawn Paul, however, disagrees. "I think that your educational 
experience goes way beyond what you read on the chalkboard,” 
he said, “and one little tiny part of it is entertainment.”
Shawn Paul said he believes having a place for people “to 
blow off stress and play a video game” contributes to the college 
environment. He said that over the last couple of years several 
students asked if video games could be installed, and notes that 
UAS was the only college campus he had ever been on that didn’t 
have video games.
Students have asked if the volume of the games can be turned 
down, but John Armstrong, president of Hurricane Vending, said 
that he thinks “it’s as low as you can go.” Shawn Paul pointed out 
that the games are located in a comer of the room that is partially 
blocked off from the main seating area. “It depends where you 
sit,” he admitted, but overall he believes the sound level in the 
room is too low to be annoying. And, he adds, the sound is a 
necessary part of the games. “It reminds you to play,” he explained.
Paul believes that most of the people complaining about the 
noise of the video arcades are using the room as a sleeping area, 
and is disappointed that students can often be found asleep on the 
couches. “The bottom line is that room is not abedroom,” he said. 
“It’s not a quiet area.” He believes that other areas on campus, 
such as the library, are more suitable for quiet activities.
When asked what she thought of students napping on the ac-
tivity room couches, Mary Hagen said “I think that that’s a good 
thing.” She feels that napping can be beneficial to a tired student, 
and notes that the activity room offers the most comfortable place 
to sit—or nap—on campus.
Paul notes that students have been unplugging the games regu- 
larly and is concerned that this will cause problems. “That’s dan- 
gerous,” he said. John Armstrong, of Hurricane Vending, said 
that unplugging the machines before turning off the internal switch 
“will blow the main CPU.” Each CPU, he said, is valued at $2,500. 
He added that if a game is damaged Hurricane Vending will re- 
move the games. According to Shawn Paul, if  a student is wit- 
nessed damaging a game the student might be sued.
Student Government and Hurricane Vending are both hoping 
that more students will use the games as awareness o f the games 
increases. So far, they’ve cost more in electricity than they’ve 
paid, said John Armstrong.
Shawn Paul said if  students have concerns about the games 
they should let Student Government know. Students can speak 
with the Student Government employee (at the desk across from 
the bookstore), simply leave a note, or write a letter. Written cor- 
respondence will be read into the minutes at Student Govern- 
m ent meetings.
 Photo by Wayne Saucier
UAS students relax in the M ourant lounge on a recent afternoon. Some students have complained th a t the tw o  
arcade games, recently installed by student government, disrupt the room's peaceful atmosphere.
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The group was tasked with rewriting the poli- 
cies a year and a half ago, as the current policies 
were becoming old and out of date. “Somewere 
written in the late 70’s and early 80’s,” said 
Gifford. ‘They weren’t really relevant anymore.” 
Times have changed since then, said Myers. 
“There have been a lot o f changes nationwide in 
federal regulations that pertain to how universi- 
ties relate to students,” she said.
Another issue was consistency. While indi-
vidual UA campuses have policies that address 
most o f these topics, the Board felt it important  
that they be presented as Board level policies, in 
order to unite the campuses, said Kirts. “By hav- 
ing Board level policies, the various campuses 
will be more similar than dissimilar in how we 
address student service issues, problems, chal- 
lenges, etc.,” she said.
The team introduced the drafts o f the first two 
chapters to the Academic and Student Affairs 
Committee at the February Board meeting. The 
group decided to begin with those two, entitled
General Provisions and Student Dispute Reso- 
lution, because they felt they were the most ur- 
gent concerns. That’s something that we’ve been 
hearing is apriority from students,” said Gifford.
W e tried to find the issues with the most imme- 
diate impact to them.”
The General Provisions chapter outlines stu- 
dent/university expectations and obligations. 
According to Gifford, it will serve as a “contrac- 
tual relationship between students and the uni- 
versity.” The chapter lists what the student can 
expect from the university, and vice versa, un- 
der the topics of teaching and learning, curricu- 
lum, student support services, and campus envi- 
ronment. It also sets forth the responsibility, 
scope, and organization o f student services, as 
well as a few other student/university relation- 
ship policies.
“[The General Provisions chapter] tries to 
capture the mutual relationship between the uni- 
versity and the student,” said Kirts.
The Student Dispute Resolution chapter guar- 
antees that the university will “provide fair, con- 
sistent, and expeditious procedures for students 
to contest actions or decisions which adversely 
affect them,” and gives general procedures for 
dispute resolution.
The presentation made to the Board Academic 
and Student Affairs Committee at the February 
meeting was a first reading. The team met again 
early this week to work on the changes suggested 
by the Committee. The administration will in- 
corporate recommendations from appropriate 
governance groups, including faculty and stu- 
dent groups, into drafts for second reading by 
the Committee, which will then forward the drafts 
to the Full Board for consideration.
Gifford expressed an interest in making sure 
that students are fairly represented. “We cer-
tainly are going forward as student advocates, 
but we represent both sides by nature of our job,” 
he said. “There are some critical things that stu- 
dents need to have impact on.”
USUAS-JC Student Body President Shawn 
Paul agreed. “I hope we’ll continue to be an 
integral part of creating the system-wide poli- 
cies,” he said “[The team] has a particular job 
to do, and while they, with all their good con- 
science, will look at protecting students, one of 
their primary  goals also is to protect the univer- 
sity.”
Paul said the student government will become 
involved in the process later this semester, and 
will make every attempt to elicit input from stu­
dents before making a formal recommendation.
Photo by Wayne Saucier
Director o f  Student Services Bruce Gifford: 
"The policies will be our roadmap..."
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Letters to  the Editor
The Whalesong encourages readers to voice their opinion. Send comments via e-
mail to JYWHALE or drop o ff at the Whalesong office located downstairs in the 
Mourant building.
Schorr correct on "unsalvageables"
I  ju s t read the editorial in the Feb. 14 W halesong regarding the school board 
m eeting remarks now so famous. As a  parent who put three children through the 
Juneau school system, I have some experience w ith offered services as well as 
student behavior/commitment to learning, from m y children as well as their peers.
It is clear that there are m any special services and programs available to stu- 
dents at both ends o f  the educational and intellectual spectrum. It is also clear that 
unless a degree o f willingness or cooperation exists on the part o f  a student in
need o f  such services, nothing is going to put the knowledge, skills, or desire to 
learn into his/her head.
It is precisely those students not at either end o f  the spectrum who are being 
shortchanged. They get less attention, fewer resources, diminished recognition, 
etc., as focus is often directed at the exceptions. A t some point it is time to say 
“Stop!” and review our priorities. There are finite dollars available, and as a 
taxpayer myself, I want to have my dollars spent wisely. To me, this means a 
realization such as was articulated by  Mr. Schorr. I applaud his honesty and forth- 
rightness to say what many m ay think. It may be unpopular to some, and unpleas- 
ant to others, but it is his right and, actually, his obligation, as an elected school 
board member, to raise issues o f  concern. He certainly does not need to apologize 
for doing his job, and exercising his constitutionally guaranteed freedom of speech.
It is the student who ultimately makes the decision, or choice, to partake o f 
the educational opportunities available. Nobody “gives up”— the classes are there, 
the counselors are there, the alternate program s are there. Sometimes, the reality
o f low-paying (or no) jobs can be the incentive for someone to engage in the 
learning process.
While as a  society we are obligated to provide a basic education for our youth, 
as well as the opportunity to learn, we cannot force anyone to study, attend class, 
succeed, or graduate. So, rather than blam e Mr. Schorr, or discount the personal 
attacks he had to endure, you m ight consider ways in which you, or the W halesong, 
or UAS could serve as examples and models o f  the power and purpose o f  educa- 
tion, aiming it at those students who have become unsalvageable by virtue o f  their 
own lack o f effort or involvement in the programs available for their education 
and/or training.
— Eileen Hosey.
Faces in the news
UAS studen ts P a t C unningham  and Sheila M artin  have been  elec ted  to 
fill the two vacan t s tuden t governm ent
r e p re s e n ta t iv e  
seats. M artin , a 
19 - y e a r - o l d  
j u n i o r  f ro m  
W ashington,and 
C unningham , a 
5 5 - y e a r - o l d  
ju n io r from  O r- 
egon, w ere v ic - 
to r io u s  in  a 
special e lection  
h e ld  M a rc h  3 
and 4.
B o th  s t u - 
d e n ts  w e re  
p leased  and ex - 
c i te d  a b o u t  
th e ir new  roles 
as s tuden t re p - 
resen ta tives. “I 
w as a lr e a d y  
very involved ,” 
s a id  M a r t in  
“Now I ’ll ac tu - 
a l ly  h a v e  a 
v o te .”
“I w ant to be 
able to rep resen t people and w hat their 
concerns a re ,” said  C unningham . “I ’m 
look ing  fo rw ard  to being  invo lved  in 
s tuden t g o v ernm en t.”
P residen t Shaw n P au l looks forw ard 
to hav ing  a fu ll board  again . “I ’m re - 
a lly  excited  about the p o ssib ilitie s  that 
new  ideas and a fresh  outlook w ill bring 
to s tuden t g o v ern m en t,” he said.
The two seats becam e vacan t earlie r 
this sem ester after Reps. Cathy Johnson 
and  C hris C arrie r resigned .
L aw rence O ldaker has assum ed the p o sitio n  o f  F acu lty  C ouncil C hair, 
a fte r the p o sitio n  w as vacated  upon the 
re tirem en t o f  P h il S la ttery  in February.
T h e 
p o s itio n ’s ro le  
involves duties 
su ch  as assem - 
b lin g  in fo rm a- 
tion , a ss is tin g  
the  dean, c rea t- 
in g  a g e n d a s , 
a n d  ru n n in g  
F acu lty  C o u n - 
cil m eetings.
O ldaker was 
p le a s e d  to  b e
able to fill the position . “I ’m heartened  
by the  co o p era tio n  and su p p o rt I ’ve 
received  from  faculty  m em bers and the 
ad m in is tra tio n ,” he said.
O ne o f  h is top p rio ritie s  w ill be  “ to 
stim ula te  m ore p artic ipa tion  in cu rricu - 
la r  an d  in s tru c tio n a l su p p o rt is su e s  
th rough  open consensus b u ild in g ,” he 
said.
The F a c u lty  C o u n cil re p la ce d  the  
F acu lty  Senate during the ad m in is tra - 
tive res tru c tu rin g  that w as fin a lized  at 
the b eg in n in g  o f  th is sem ester. The 
m ain  pu rpose  o f  the C ouncil is to “re p - 
resen t the co llective in te rest o f  the fa c - 
u lty  in  in s truc tiona l and cu rricu lar su p - 
p o rt is su es ,” said  O ldaker.
U AS studen t H aro ld  W hite has b e - gun  te ac h in g  a R ape  A g re ss io n  
D efense  System s course to in te rested  
s tu d en ts . The course  is desig n ed  to 
“ e m p o w e r w om en  th ro u g h  s e l f - d e - 
f e n s e ,” b a se d  on the  p re m is e  th a t
w o m e n  w h o  
a re  f o r c e f u l  
about re s is tin g  
a w o u ld -b e  
ra p is t are less 
l ik e ly  to  be 
raped.
T h e  c o u rs e  
is taught on the 
n a tio n a l lev e l, 
a n d  W h ite , a 
first y ear tran s- 
fe r  s tu d e n t  a t 
UAS, has p rev iously  offered  the  course  
at T ulane U niversity .
W hite  said  i f  enough studen ts show  
an in te re s t in the course, he w ould  be 
w illin g  to consider branch ing  out to the 
A nchorage  and F airbanks cam puses.
W h ite  s tre sse d  the im p o rtan c e  o f  
self-em pow erm ent. He says the class 
aim s to “ teach w om en to re ly  on them - 
selves, in s tead  o f  D ad, or b ig  brother, 
or the po lice  departm en t.”
But the course can only be effective if  
women actually attend the classes, he said. 
“A  lot o f the people we can’t get to come 
to class have had [sexual assault] experi- 
ences,” he said. “I t’s hard to get the ones 
that we know really need it to come to 
class.”
The course is taught on Saturday eve- 
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until something clicks and we can operate in the 
black,” he said.
The proposal is not the first one Griffin had 
come up with in attempting to deal with a 
$20,000 plus shortfall this semester. Her origi- 
nal suggestion involved a  mandatory $800 meal 
plan purchase by all students living in university 
housing, including the apartment complexes.
This initial proposal was met with consider- 
able opposition from students. Many students 
felt that because apartments are furnished with 
kitchens, residents should not be required to pur- 
chase a meal plan.
“Why should you have to buy a meal plan, if 
you have a kitchen?” asked student Julian Deiss. 
“I like cooking for myself.”
Student Jeanna McGregor agreed that the plan 
wasn’t very student-friendly. “It wasn’t very 
economically smart for students,” she said.
Students discussed their opposition to the plan 
at the March 3 Community Council Meeting. 
After hearing the students’ reaction to her pro- 
posal, Griffin admitted her plan wasn’t perfect. 
“I didn’t make a very good proposal,” she said.
“I was trolling,” she said. “I was looking for 
a way to solve the problem.” Griffin attended
the Community Council meeting for the very 
reason of listening to students’ ideas concerning 
the food service budget shortfall. “I really be- 
lieve in student input in setting policies and 
prices,” she said.
Concerns raised at the meeting include the 
quality of the food served, the lack of enforce- 
ment of meal plan rules, the problem of running 
out of food before closing, and the cafeteria’s 
limited hours.
Griffin admitted that food quality may be a 
problem, and said that the debit card system will 
address it. “It gives us an incentive to try and get 
your dollar, and it will address many concerns in 
regard to the appeal of the food,” she said.
The new system will also give food service 
administrators more flexibility, said Griffin. 
“Once you go to a la carte, you know your costs 
and you can retail it out.”
Gifford, meanwhile was a little more hesitant 
about the plan. “My main concern is, what hap- 
pens if somebody runs out of money [before the 
end of the semester]?” he said.
He did admit, however, that the proposal “does 
have some interesting possibilities. The advan- 
tage is that it gives students more flexibility.”
Gifford expects to make a decision sometime 
this week.
4 Whalesong March 14 , 1997
What floats their boat: marine tech program buoys shipwrights' dreams
By Wayne Saucier 
W halesong Reporter
T he intermittent whine o f a skill saw drowns out hammering, sanding, and drilling noises, as Teena Evert frowns, her face set in deep concentration as she traces the outline o f her Shipmite sailboat.
“It will float right now,” she says, “but I have a lot more work to do. I still have to put the 
sail and the mast on it.”
Evert is one of several UAS students working in the marine technology center’s marine 
carpentry shop. The students are part o f the Small Boatbuilding II course offered through the 
university’s marine technology department.
UAS offers an associate o f applied science degree in marine tech ology, and students can 
specialize in marine con- 
struction and repair, ma- 
rine m eta ls, m arine 
power, or marine opera- 
tion. A marine carpen- 
try certificate, which in- 
volves the same marine 
tech courses but omits 
the general education re- 
quirements, can also be 
obtained, and takes only 
a single year.
Students in the small 
b o a tb u ild in g  course 
construct boats out o f fi- 
berglass, wood, and alu- 
m inum . F iberg lass  
boatbuilding involves 
making a mold, pouring 
in liquid resin and letting 
it solidify, and then glu- 
ing the pieces together.
Wooden boatbuilding 
involves designing an 
internal rib structure, 
covering it w ith ply- 
wood, and applying fin- 
ish. In aluminum boat 
construction, a steel jig 
is used to size and shape 
the sides o f the boat, 
which are then tacked 
together.
E ric L eegard , the 
course instructor, said 
enrollment in the ma- 
rine tech courses is usu- 
ally pretty steady. “We have 13 now, and we usually run with over 10.”
Student Katy McKemey, w ho’s currently working on putting the finishing touches on her 
stitch-and-sew kayak, is excited about what the program has to offer. “It provides people 
locally with a place to work and instruction from professionals on how to build boats,” she 
says. “It’s a great service to the local people.”
Evert is also more than happy to take advantage of the various marine technology offer- 
ings. “I think it’s a great opportunity,” she says. “An opportunity to learn how to build a boat, 
to have storage space, and to have all the supplies right there.
Photo by Wayne Saucier
Teena Evert marks the hull of her Shipmite sailboat prior 
to making a cut.
Photo by Wayne Saucier
Mick Beasley concentrates on modifying the cabin of his wooden fishing dory.
Photo by Wayne Saucier
David Burke (top) and Ernie Greek use a skill saw to bisect 
Greek's Take-a-Part dinghy.
While planing a sailboat mast, Andre Beualieu (left) inadvertantly showers kayak-builder David Burke with sawdust.
.....................
Photo by Wayne Saucici
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Rick Walicki fits  a piece of decking over the bow o f his skiff.
Photo by Paul Converse
"I think [the marine tech 
program] is a great opportunity- 
an opportunity to learn how to 
build a boat, to have storage 
space, and to have all the supplies 
right there."
-Teena Evert
 Photo by Wayne Saucier
Marine tech students (from L to R) Andre Beaulieu, David Burke, and Katy McKemey pose beside their class projects,
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Another look at UAS' Scott Foster
Information officer's m ild-m annered personality m asks adventurous spirit
By Wayne Saucier 
W halesong R eporter
M ost public information officers’ resumes don’t include covering a remote dogsled race by helicop- 
ter for a local TV station.
Or jum ping out o f an airplane to research 
a story on parachuting.
O r re a ch in g  the  su m m it o f  M t. 
McKinley.
But UAS' Scott Foster is no ordinary 
public information officer.
To see him sitting in his office typing on 
his computer, or out running around on 
campus taking photographs, is a little like 
seeing Larry Bird wash dishes. There is a 
rich story hiding behind this m ild-m an- 
nered, quiet, unassuming personality. A 
story o f fate-tempting determination, a story 
o f a m an chasing one adventure after an- 
other, a story o f accomplishments o f un- 
paralleled proportions.
“I ’ve done a lot o f outdoor things my 
whole life,” says Foster. “I like adventures 
that are a little b it out o f routine.”
His adventurous destiny seems to have 
been determined early in life. His family 
tra v e le d  e x ten s iv e ly , v e n tu rin g  from  
Stoughton, W isconsin, where Foster was 
bom , east to Indiana, Virginia, and New 
York, as his father pursued education and 
em ploym ent goals. The fam ily  finally  
settled out west, in Oregon, where Foster 
attended high school and college.
Foster recalls his family as “the perfect 
Ozzie and Harriet.” His dad worked, his 
mom stayed at home, and he and his broth- 
ers w ent to school. “We w eren’t rich, but 
we had everything we needed,” he says. He 
engaged in the norm al father/son boating, 
fishing and hunting excursions. In high 
school he was involved in the routine All- 
American suburbanite sports. Cross-coun- 
try running. Basketball. Tennis.
It w asn’t until his years at Oregon State 
University that Foster began to acquire a 
taste for adventure. Like an interest in 
m ountain clim bing. An in terest w hich 
eventually culminated in his ascent o f  Mt. 
M cKinley in 1967.
While working in Colorado, Foster heard 
from a friend that somebody was trying to 
put together an expedition team to summit 
McKinley. He admits his decision to join 
them was a little impulsive. “But I knew it 
was within my capabilities, so I just did it,” 
he says.
The group was ready for a challenge and 
had decided to climb the north side o f  the 
mountain, beginning at Wonder Lake. The 
climb from this approach is a much more 
difficult climb, as there is a long overland 
approach, and the ascent begins at a much 
lower altitude. “It was a different way to 
go,” he says, “a little more challenging.” 
The hike certainly proved to be a chal- 
lenge, says Foster. Because o f the gear and 
provisions required o f a 30-day climb, the 
group had to ferry supplies back and forth 
several times between their six campsites. 
The climbers had to travel a large part o f 
the trail three times.
“The first part o f  the climb was just ter- 
rible,” he says. “It was hot, there were lots 
o f  mosquitoes, the walking was hard, and 
we w ere carrying phenom enally  heavy 
packs.”
But upon reaching the glacier, he says, 
the climb up Karston’s Ridge was no easier. 
The group spent five days shoveling loose 
snow off the ridge, to form a hard-packed 
trail on which they could w alk without fear 
o f sliding o ff the side o f the ridge in an ava- 
lanche.
“It was terrifying,” he says o f the ava- 
lanche danger. “There were avalanches go- 
ing on all the time. We could hear them .”
The fear o f avalanches followed them all 
the way up the mountain, and was intensi- 
fied shortly after leaving their highest camp. 
The group had to climb up a steep snow 
slope to access a ridge which would lead 
them on toward the summit. “We had just 
gotten off the slope a minute or so, and the 
w hole thing avalanched,” Foster recalls. 
“We were ju s t lucky enough to miss it.”
Their fears finally faded into “a wonder- 
ful feeling o f euphoria,” upon reaching the 
summit, however. His first thought, Foster 
admits, was not one o f transcendental ac- 
complishments or supernatural revelations. 
He simply realized, “I didn’t have to go up 
anymore. A fter 30 days, we could start to 
go back down.”
After spending 30 minutes on the high- 
est point on the North American continent, 
the group’s thoughts drifted homeward. “We 
were more than willing to go back and en- 
joy  the comforts o f hom e,” says Foster. “I 
really wanted a hamburger, a beer, and a bag 
o f potato chips.”
A trek up Mt. McKinley w asn’t the only 
chance o f a lifetime that Foster ever jum ped 
at. W hile working for the Colorado Springs 
Gazette Telegraph in 1966, for example, he 
jum ped out o f an airplane.
Twice.
A local parachuting club had offered the 
paper’s editor free lessons if  he agreed to 
publish a story about them. When the edi- 
tor offered the story and the lessons to Fos- 
ter, he didn’t hesitate.
“It was a great opportunity for adventure 
that ju st dropped into my lap,” he says.
His eagerness soon faded, though, as the 
time for his first jum p neared. “I was pretty 
nervous about going up and jum ping out of 
an airplane,” he says. After what he calls 
“m odest instruction” led quickly to his 
standing in front o f the open door o f a small, 
noisy airplane being told to climb out onto 
the wing, he was downright terrified. “I
didn’t want to be chicken,” he says, “but I 
thought I was going to die.”
His fears subsided, however, upon the 
successful opening o f his parachute. “It was 
quiet,” he describes. “You couldn’t tell you 
were moving. That’s what I wanted to ex- 
perience, to be up there flying like a bird.”
Although parachuting was a little out o f 
routine even for Foster, a subsequent ca- 
reer in television news reporting allowed 
him to continue to appease his thirst for ad- 
venture as a journalist. During his seven 
years at KENI in Anchorage as news di- 
rector, his work allowed him to travel to 
such places as the North Slope, Arctic Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge, Colorado, and even 
Tokyo, Japan.
One o f his most memorable assignments 
was his annual coverage o f  the Anchorage 
Fur Rendezvous Dog Sled Race in the early 
1970’s. Because the race course covered 
terrain inaccessible by vehicle, Foster fol- 
lowed the lead dog for all three days o f the 
race by helicopter.
“It was rea lly  excitin g ,” he recalls. 
“Stuff was happening out there that nobody 
would ever see.”
And during his 10 years w orking on 
“Rain Country,” Foster attempted to show 
Southeast Alaskans just that. Stuff that no- 
body, or very few people, would ever see. 
From 1985 to 1995, as the producer/host 
o f the local TV show that aired on KTOO, 
Foster brought adventure to the homes of 
thousands o f Southeast Alaskans. Like sci- 
entists conducting research through the Ju- 
neau Icefield Research Program. Like the 
Buckwheat Classic ski race in the moun- 
tains o f Skagway. Like the inside o f the 
A-J mine. Like remote kayakers in the wa- 
ters o f Southeast Alaska.
“Working in TV was a lot o f fun,” he 
says. “As a journalist, you  have access to 
all the neat stuff going on in your area. You 
get to do lots o f stuff that most people don’t 
get to do.”
Foster has certainly done a lot o f “stu ff" 
that most people don’t get to do. In retro- 
spect, he doesn’t admit to any regrets or dis- 
appointm ents in life. “You can always 
wonder, ‘what would have happened if.  . 
.?’” he says. “But I ’m not dissatisfied with 
hfe.”
“I’ve taken great pleasure in doing things 
that a lot o f people w on’t do or can’t. Any 
reasonably fit person can do what I ’ve done, 
but most just don’t get around to doing it 
for one reason or another.”
One reason or another which evidently 
escaped Scott Foster.
Photo by Wayne Saucier
UAS Public Information Officer Scott Foster has climbed Mt. McKinley, jumped out 




M en/W omen earn  $480 weekly
assembling circuit boards/electronic com- 
ponents at home. Experience unnecessary, 
will train. Immediate openings your local 
area. Call 1-520-680-7891 EXT. C200
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Movie reviews with Chris Benson & Ryan Barber
Our confli c to r y  critics duke it ou t over the la te s t Juneau flicks
Fools Rush In is a cross-cultural love story starring M atthew  Perry and Salma Hayek. The story starts with a one- 
night-stand and the rest is pretty easy to guess. 
We try to keep bitter opinions out of this sum- 
mary part, but there really isn’t much more 
to say.
CHRIS: Matthew Perry, the most an- 
noying Friends star, plays the exact 
same character he does on the show.
The plot consists of nothing origi- 
nal (most of the jokes aren’t even 
funny), and even though I didn’t 
have an unbearable urge to leave the 
theater, I was pretty thoroughly 
unimpressed.
RYAN: As bad as 
M atthew  Perry was,
Salma H ayek almost 
saved this
movie...almost. She 
looked great, she acted 
as well as anyone in a ro- 
mantic “comedy” ever 
does, and, uh, she looks 
really nice. I mean, she’s 
one attractive woman...
Speaking ofhow people 
look, at least Matthew 
Perry  isn’t another pretty 
boy. If  he weren’t so consis- 
tently annoying I could al- 
most cheer for his success 
as a moral victory for all 
the “normal” looking guys 
in the world O f course if  I 
was to do that and still wor- 
ship the ground that Ms. Hayek walks on that 
would be a terrible double-standard—or at least 
it would be if she didn’t look so good
CHRIS: She was attractive, and Ryan strikes 
a true chord with his comment on Perry’s perso- 
nae. I do think that Ryan’s infatuation with Hayek 
is a bit much. She did an OK job, and, besides 
my extra-buttered popcorn, she was 
probably the only tiling that brought 
about my aforementioned lack of 
an urge to leave.
RYAN: My in- 








spite the best 
efforts of my 
dear sweet 
Salma, the 
m ovie is a 
flop, and we 
can only hope 
that it helps to put 
the kibosh on 
Matthew Perry’s 
career. I do have to 
give him credit for not starring with a fake 
monkey in a baseball movie, but o f course 
he was probably never offered the part The 
man may be putting a lot of effort into his 
work, but not as much as the audience has 
to put into watching him. As for my feelings 
on whether this movie is worth seeing, if  you 
don’t know by now, you’d better ask somebody.
CHRIS: We’re both thinking we’ve been a 
little too hard on the poor bastard, but I doubt if  
Peny will ever read this anyway. Basically, don’t 
waste your time, and that’s about all I have to
say about that.
In keeping with tradition, here is what it says on the back of The Empire Strike Back’s video 
box: “In George 
Lucas’ spellbind- 
ing Star Wars se- 
quel, the battle to 
save the galaxy 
from the evil Darth 
Vader rages on.
Han Solo (Harrison 
Ford), Princess Leia 
(Carrie Fisher) and 
Chew bacca are 
tested in a devastat- 
ing attack by the Im- 
perial army and its 
AT-AT Walkers.
M eanwhile, Luke 
Skywalker (M ark 
Hamill) seeks out the 
ancient Yoda to 
learn the secrets of 
the Jedi...secrets 
Luke will need 
when the D a rk 1 
SideoftheForcebeck- o n s  
him in a destiny-defining show- 
down duel with Darth Vader. An 
awesome array of special effects, 
blazing action, and imagina- 
tion, The Empire Strikes 
Back has been hailed as one 
of the greatest motion pic- 
tures ever made."
RYAN: From the descrip- 
tion we just gave, a person might be led to be- 
lieve that this is really an exciting and action- 
packed film. It isn’t, at least after the first 15
minutes. The movie drags on at a snail’s pace, 
making me wish I had just skipped it and waited 
for Return of the Jedi.
CHRIS: Ryan obviously took stupid pills to- 
day. This movie is a classic. I ’m not one to just 
jump on the bandwagon, and I do think that this 
is the worst of the three, but it is still not a bad 
film by any means. It looks just as good on the 
big screen as Star Wars did, but I was kind of 
disappointed by the fact that they only added one 
scene to the original. The scene is of the snow 
beast—you know, the one that clubs Luke and 
hangs him by his feet in the ice. It is pretty cool, 
but I was hoping for a little more.
RYAN: I think we were 
all hoping for a little more, 
but sadly, for the first 
time ever, George 
Lucas lets us down. It isn’t 
really that this is such a bad 
movie, it’s just that Star Wars was so much 
better overall, and it had more added to it, so 
you are bound to be let down. Empire is very 
much a lead-in to some of the best parts of 
Jedi, and when I watch Empire it seems like it 
takes forever to end.
CHRIS: Yoda’s as good as ever. He is 
kind of scary in some parts, but pretty much 
makes the movie. Basically, I ’d say you have 
to see it, of course, but I agree with Ryan that 
Jedi is by far the best.
RYAN: Yoda is really good; I actually 
think I like him more no w than I did as 
child. The rest o f the movie though I 
just don’t know. As for the stupid pills 
comment, I don’t have a witty retort but 
we’ll see what Chris has to say after I beat 
the hell out of him.
CHRIS RYAN
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L to R: Gaye Adegbalola, Andra Faye McIntosh and Ann Rabson of Saffire, The Uppity Blues Women perform a t Centennial Hall. Nearly 550 people saw  the concert put on by USUAS Productions.
Hungry? Consider The Broiler
Service and variety make The Broiler an appealing option
By Lola Foss 
Whalesong Reviewer
A f te r  sp e n d in g  a  m o n th  as a d eck  h an d  on  a  f ish  p rocesso r, I cam e to en joy  the  a tm o sp h e re  o f  the  s h ip ’s 
galley. T h e re ’s n o th in g  lik e  the n au tica l 
charm  o f  ea ting  a  sen su o u s m eal o u t on the 
open  seas. T h a t’s the fee ling  c rea ted  by  the 
a tm osphere  a t T he B ro ile r  S teak  and  Sea- 
food  R estau ran t in  the N u g g e t M all. W ith  
the open  sty le  k itchen , g lass  floa ts, buoys, 
w ooden  sa ilo rs, m in ia tu re  fish ing  vesse ls  
and  tables co v e red  w ith  the  type o f  m aps 
one w ou ld  f in d  in a  c a p ta in ’s p ilo t house, 
i t ’s no  w o n d er eating  h e re  evokes m em o - 
rie s  o f  th o se  day s o u t o n  th e  w a te rs  o f  
S ou theast A laska .
Step in side  du ring  peak  h ou rs  and  y o u ’ll 
be  g ree ted  by  the frien d ly  w aitresses ru sh - 
ing  a round  the  d in in g  a re a  w ith  tray s o f  
food. I f  you  cam e ex p ec tin g  the  leve l o f  
se rv ice  o ffe red  in  fine  d in ers  w ith  sw ift, 
a tten tive  servers to se a t y o u  a n d  take  y o u r 
order, then  y o u  m ay  be  d isappo in ted . T he 
serv ice  he re  is a  h y b rid  o f  a fas t fo o d  d iner 
and  a se rv ice  o rien ted  restau ran t. L ik e  a 
fast food  diner, the  o rd e r  is taken  and  pa id  
fo r a t the  co u n te r and  lik e  a re s tau ran t yo u r 
o rd er w ill b e  b ro u g h t to  y o u  by  a w aitress. 
I fin d  th is s ty le  o f  se rv ice  v e ry  com fo rtab le  
and  p re fe rab le  to th e  c lass o f  se rv ice  o f- 
fe red  in  fine  d iners. I t  m ak es fo r a ve ry  
p leasan t d in in g  experience .
I f  y o u ’re  in  the  m o o d  fo r seafood , T he 
B ro ile r  o ffers a se lec tio n  w h ich  inc ludes 
every th ing  fro m  fresh ly  b ro iled  S ou theast 
A laska  h a lib u t ($9 .99) to a  trio shrim p p la t- 
ter ($11 .99) co n sis tin g  o f  ju m b o  shrim p,
reg u la r  sh rim p  and C ajun  shrim p. A ll sea - 
fo o d  p la tte rs  com e w ith  co le  s law  and  a 
choice o f  a  large baked  potato , rice  o r french  
fries. T h e  all you  can  ea t sa lad  b a r is av a il- 
ab le  fo r $ 1.99 w ith  y o u r en tree. M y  fav o r- 
ite  m en u  item  is the c lam  ch o w d er ($2 .19 / 
cup o r $ 3 .19/bow l) w h ich  is a lm ost as good  
as m y  M o m ’s re c ip e . I f  y o u  lik e  th ic k , 
c ream y  c lam  chow der...the  k in d  y o u  ju s t  
c a n ’t ge t e n o u g h  of, then y o u ’ve  com e to 
the  r ig h t p lace . A n o th er tem pting  d ish  is 
h a lib u t and  ch ips o ffered  on  F r id a y ’s fo r 
$7 .99 . A ll se rv ings are generous po rtions  
o f  h o t an d  de lic ious food.
T he B ro ile r ’s chefs cu linary  ta len ts  are 
n o t lim ited  to  the  seafood  m enu. T he  m enu  
in c lu d es  item s like  the fe ttucc in i a lfredo  
($7 .99), b ro iled  ch icken  ($8.99), and  m y  all 
t im e  f a v o r i te  16 -o z . p o r te rh o u s e  s te a k  
($15 .99 ). A ll s teak  en trees are  se rv ed  w ith  
th e  a l l-y o u -c a n -e a t  s a la d  b a r  a n d  y o u r  
choice o f  a  baked  potato, rice o r french  fries.
D u r in g  th is  lu n c h  h o u r , I c h o s e  th e  
b ro iled  ch ick en  and  french  fries. I ’m  v e ry  
p a r t ic u la r  o v e r  h o w  I l ik e  m y  c h ic k e n  
cooked . I t h as  to  be m oist, ten d er an d  sea - 
soned  to  perfec tion . I cu t in to  the ch icken , 
w h ich  w as  a  boneless s teak  size  w ith  g rill 
m arks, an d  the kn ife  s liced  th rough  the ten - 
der, ju ic y  m ea t w ith  ease. T he ch ick en  w as 
h o t a n d  seaso n ed  ju s t  righ t. T he m eal w as 
b o th  fillin g  an d  sa tisfy ing . I w as h ap p y  
w ith  the  g en e ro u s  p o rtio n  I rec e iv e d  fo r  
on ly  $8 .99 . T hen , w h ile  I w as en jo y in g  m y 
m eal a w a itre ss  s topped  b y  w ith  m y  ra sp - 
b e rry  m o ch a  and  a sked  i f  there  w as an y - 
th ing  e lse  I needed  bu t I w as content. Later, 
I w as g ree ted  by  one  o f  the c h e f ’s w h o  h a p -
p e n s  to  be  the  m an ag er, D oug . H e  w as 
cheerfu l and  o ffe red  m e som e k e tchup  fo r 
m y  fries befo re  he  m oved  on to se rve  o ther 
pa tro n s. T he friend ly  a tm osphere  and  de- 
lic ious  m eal left m e fee ling  v e ry  re fresh ed  
a n d  energ ized .
I f  you  are  an  o ld  sea  dog  and  even  i f  you  
a re n ’t, you  w ill app rec ia te  the  nove lty  and 
charm  o f  the  galley  sty led  B ro ile r S teak  and 
S eafood  restau ran t. You w ill find  the  m enu 
p r ic e s  a n d  a tm o s p h e r e  s u p p o r t s  th e  
restau ran t’s claim  o f  “affo rdab le  fam ily  din-
* >5m g.
R ating : ★ ★ ★ ★
The B roiler S teak  and  Seafood, located  
in  the  N ugget M all, 789-3555 . O pen  till 
m idn igh t, seven  days a w eek . P rices: A p - 
p e tiz e rs  $ 3 .9 9 -$ 5 .9 9 ; S id e  D ish e s  $ .99 - 
$3.19; E ntrees $5.99-$ 13.99. E spresso , beer 
and  w ine. M a jo r c red it cards accep ted . N o 
obstac les to access.
Extraordinary ★ ★ ★ ★
E xcellen t ★ ★ ★
G ood ★ ★
F a ir  ★
